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The summer screams past at an alarming rate 

as the breeding season for birds is in full 

swing and myriad babies can be seen begging 

for food. Butterflies abound and my fireflies 

have finally emerged despite the still cool 

nights. Baby squirrels and cottontails are in 

evidence everywhere and the wildflower 

gardens are in full colour! What a great time 

of year. 

I wanted to share some details of the Big Day 

that I did on in May. Peter Hogenbirk of 

Courtice, Steve Burrows of Oshawa and Tony 

Bigg of Peterborough were on my team – “A 

Siege of Bitterns” to honour Steve’s newest 

novel - a birder murder mystery. 

Our adventure began in Algonquin Park 

where we birded the Opeongo Road, Spruce 

Bog Trail and Wolf Howl/Mizzy Lake areas. 

After only about 4 hours we had logged 60 

species but they were key ones, many of 

which we wouldn’t see again on the journey – 

Spruce Grouse, Boreal Chickadee, Rusty 

Blackbird, both kinglets, Lincoln’s Sparrow 

and White-winged Scoter. We drove quickly 

to the Carden Alvar near Kirkfield, where we 

would bird until dark. This leg of the journey 

began perilously as heavy rain and lightning 

almost caused me to abort, but Peter talked 

me into staying and a good thing we did for it 

turned out to be a great decision. Here we 

added 39 new species including Sedge and  

 

Marsh Wrens, Sandhill Crane, Yellow Rail, 

Upland Sandpiper, Nighthawk and Whip-

poor-will. We missed several easy species 

here such as Loggerhead Shrike and Yellow-

throated Vireo. These misses would haunt us 

later in the trip. Overnight we travelled south 

on our way to the Brighton area and added 

Great-horned Owl and Least Bittern, but we 

missed all of the other common owls such as 

Screech. At dawn we were at Presqu’ile Park 

where we planned a quick blitz of three key 

areas – the Cottages, the Marsh Boardwalk 

and Owen’s Point – and we were not 

disappointed as we quickly added 39 species 

including Brant, the extremely rare Red Knot, 

Ruddy Turnstone, Great Egret and our only 

night-heron of the trip. We left the park after 

only about 2.5 hours and raced (at or near the 

speed limit sort of) to Oshawa’s Second 

Marsh where our list jumped from 138 to 145 

with the addition of Clay-coloured Sparrow 

and the elusive Rock Pigeon amongst several 
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  Beyond Our Borders 

 

Closer to Home 

others! The Whitby shore from Thickson’s to 

Cranberry was scoured until late morning 

where we added Northern Mockingbird, 

Redhead, Bufflehead and three Harlequin 

Ducks. With our total now approaching a 

record level (163), we went north to bird 

closer to my home. Four more species 

including a Hooded Warbler jumped us to 

167 – a new record for me and my team. 

Lastly we went to Nonquon lagoons where 

we added 5 more to bring us to 172! The 

surprising thing about the trip was that we 

missed several species we knew were around 

such as Red-shouldered Hawk, Green and 

Blue-winged Teal and several others. 180 or 

more species was very likely and 190 was not 

out of the question. Maybe next year! By the 

way, this wasn’t just about chasing birds, it 

was about fundraising and thanks to all of you 

who sponsored me, I raised just under 

$900.00 for North Durham Nature and Bird 

Studies Canada. It’s not too late to donate 

even now so if you need info please let me 

know. Gotta go rest up now for May 2015. 

On the Gloomy Side … 

The Galapagos Mangrove Finch is now down 

to only about 80 individuals and those are 

being threatened by a parasitic fly that lays its 

eggs in their nests and then sucks the blood of 

the helpless babies. Local conservationists are 

working to protect the remaining population 

with some promising results. 

Between January 11 and 31 of this year, 

Saudi Arabian Prince Fahd bin Sultan bin 

Abdulaziz Al Saud and his party reportedly 

shot 2,100 Asian Houbara Bustards in 

Pakistan. This represents about 2% of the 

world population – shocking! 

Happy thoughts! 

NRK, a Norwegian online television provider, 

has created the “Piip-Show” - a show about 

and starring wild birds, which come to 

interact and feed at a series of bird-feeding 

stations. Already several “stars” have 

emerged and 20 species of birds, including 

nuthatch, magpie, blue tit, bullfinch, and a 

passing red squirrel have made cameo 

appearances. 

Summer Along the Trail 

Article and photos by The Nature Nut 

The change of seasons has brought nature 

back to life. Birds declare their territories with 

song long before we are up and about doing 

our daily tasks. Leaves cover the branches 

that were bare for many dark frigid months, 

and wildflowers dot the forests, valleys and 

water’s edge. It's a pleasant time for walks, 

and sometimes I catch myself turning to face 

the sun, enjoying the warmth on my skin.  

Many animals do the same thing, but out of 

necessity instead of pleasure. The Mourning 

Cloak butterfly will soak up the morning sun 

to dry off the previous night's dew. The 

undersides of their wings look like dry leaves, 

but the top side is dark brown with a pale 

yellow stripe along the outer edge next to a 

black band with light blue spots. Once startled 

they take flight, but may land close to where 
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they started, giving a beautiful view of their 

exquisite colouring. 

There's another group of animals that depend 

on the sun to keep active, and they are very 

cool creatures! However, with the possible 

exception of “Franklin the Turtle”, reptiles 

are considered the 'bad guys' in stories. Eve 

ate that apple because of a snake. Knights on 

horseback saved damsels and villages from 

fire-breathing dragons. How about Godzilla 

or Jurassic Park's man-eaters? Run and hide! 

Many extra-terrestrial villains have scaly 

bodies, claws or regenerative abilities, just 

like North Durham's reptiles! 

Turtles, lizards and snakes are all found in 

Ontario. They are ectotherms or 'cold-

blooded' animals, but they aren't evil, cruel, or 

deranged harbingers of doom. Ectotherms are 

distinguished by the fact that the temperature 

of their body is pretty much the same as the 

surrounding environment, unlike humans, 

other mammals and birds that are able to keep 

a constant body temperature. But there are 

lots of reasons to think that reptiles are “cool” 

besides the outside temperature.  

There are ten different kinds of turtles in 

Ontario and almost all of them can withdraw 

into their shells for protection. They pull in 

their legs and heads, leaving a tough exterior 

that's more like a rock than a snack to an 

interested predator looking for lunch. The 

exception is the snapping turtle. It has strong 

claws and a very sharp beak-like mouth. It 

will scratch and snap if it feels threatened. 

Turtles eat algae, insects, fish, frogs, slugs 

and vegetation. Some exist almost entirely on 

carrion (dead animals), helping keep the 

environment clean.  

Lizards are rare here. The Five-lined Skink is 

the only lizard in Ontario, and it is an 

Endangered Species. It's found in rock 

outcroppings in open forests along the 

southern part of cottage country. Skinks eat 

insects, spiders and worms. They have scaly 

dry skin and claws, and if a predator catches 

one by the tail, the tail will break off and 

wiggle, distracting the predator thus allowing 

the skink to escape.  

Snakes don't have any legs and to move 

around they have to wriggle their entire body. 

When they grow, their skin gets too tight and 

they have to shed it. It's like sliding out of a 

sleeping bag. There are 18 different kinds of 

snakes in Ontario. You're most likely to see a 

garter snake, with its yellow stripes and black 

body up to one meter in length, in grassy 

fields or open forests near wetlands.   
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Snakes, lizards and turtles like to sit quietly 

soaking up the sun, and they move slowly 

enough for us to get a good look at them. 

Don't try to pick them up – they may bite if 

they feel threatened. They eat lots of things 

we don't like, such as slugs, mice and insects. 

Just don't expect them to eat broccoli or liver. 

They're way too cool for that! Happy trails!  

The Nature Nut is freelance writer Nancy 

Melcher. Her regular column appears 

monthly in "The Uxbridge Cosmos" 

newspaper. You can ask questions about 

sightings along your trails at 

TheNatureNut@bell.net. Her website is 

www.nancymelcher.ca.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Bird Boxes- Affordable Housing on the 

Uxbridge Countryside Preserve - A Tree 

Swallow’s Perspective 

By Derek Connelly 

Looking for a new home? Do you actually 

prefer some hole in the wall or tree rather 

than be left hanging out on a limb. The 

Uxbridge Countryside Preserve might be your 

answer. I raised my family of 4 this year on 

the preserve and it was great.  Mrs. Tree 

Swallow and I think we have found the 

perfect spot. 

 

It is subsidized however, because of a cavity 

zoning restriction imposed by humans.  You 

see humans don’t like dead trees or holes in 

things. They cut down trees on trails that look 

like they might fall over. They like their 

outside world all tidy, which of course is just 

not natural. Now don’t get me wrong they 

have saved a number of dead snags with holes 

in some parts of the Countryside Preserve so 

you might not think there are restrictions.  But 

there are because a snag in the wrong place is 

of no help to us. Location, location - a 

suitable home requires a good location.  A 

dead snag a long way from a food source can 

be too long a commute for us.  The family 

can’t wait that long for Dad to bring home the 

worm.  The route is also a concern, too much 

traffic or obstructions can increase travel 

time.  Now some of the forest folk might be 

quite happy but us meadow and grassland 

types we have different needs.  

 

We Tree Swallows prefer a home with very 

few trees nearby and lots of room to fly and 

catch food on the wing.  Open grassy fields, 

with an occasional snag, are ideal.  The 

Countryside Preserve has housing in just that 

kind of setting with a special added feature - 

the homes are an artificial human-made 

wooden box with a hole just large enough for 

us swallows and a few other birds, like 

bluebirds and chickadees, to enter.  They are 

well off the ground so predators are not likely 

to enter and placed away from bushes so the 

pesky House Wrens don’t fill them all with 

sticks.  They have even spaced them apart so 

we don’t have our neighbours too close for 

comfort.  

 

What I really like is that, over the winter 

when we head south, the humans clean the 

boxes out! No more returning and finding the 

old snag has been removed, taken over by 

squirrels or just packed with mouse furniture.  

mailto:TheNatureNut@bell.net
http://www.nancymelcher.ca/


             North Durham Nature Newsletter – Volume 1 Number 3 – July 2014 Page 5 
 

Book Reviews 

You can move right back in again. It’s like a 

life lease on a condo - they cut the grass, fix 

the roof and even remove encroaching 

invasive trees so the grassland is protected. 

 

Yes the Countryside Preserve bird boxes are a 

prime real estate item available on a first 

come first serve basis in early April.  With an 

85% occupancy rate this year you will want to 

be the first back to claim your new home. 

 

 

 
 

Field Guide to the Larger Mammals of 

Tanzania. 2014. Charles Foley, Lara Foley, 

Alex Lobora, Daniela De Luca, Maurus 

Msuha, Tim R.B. Davenport & Sarah Durant. 

Princeton University Press.  Softcover; 320 

pgs. $29.95 USD. (ISBN 978-0-691-16117-

4). 

 

Next year I will 

have the good 

fortune to lead a trip 

to Uganda for Quest 

Nature Tours, 

Toronto to spend 

some time with the 

endangered 

Mountain Gorillas 

and myriad other 

birds and mammals. 

Our itinerary is 

wonderful and brings us to the brink of 

Tanzania, while exploring the best locales in 

Uganda. I have an old Peterson series guide to 

the larger mammals of Africa, that I’ve used 

on previous trips, but am so pleased to be able 

to take this new Princeton guide with me this 

time. My old book is outdated and not 

inclusive of many of the mammals we expect 

to see next year. African mammals tend to 

wander widely, so the same species I could 

see in Tanzania can be found in Kenya, 

Uganda and many more countries so the book 

has utility purposes beyond the scope of the 

title. 

 

First of all let me say that the parade of 

authors of this book bring credentials that 

academia would drool over as they represent 

all facets of wildlife study and protection in 

Tanzania and adjoining countries. So let’s 

jump straight into the book shall we? When I 

first saw the title, I was a bit disturbed as I’m 

of course interested in larger African 

mammals, like the lion, giraffe and hyena, but 

I also like to study the little guys – more 

challenging and equally interesting but not as 

glamorous perhaps. Well, despite my 

trepidation, the book covers a wide range of 

species, including the Aardvark, Elephants, 

Primates, Pangolins, Carnivores, and 

Ungulates. Hmm, nice critters but not really 

very small. Well, they’ve also included 

sections on Elephant-shrews, Hyraxes, 

Rodents, Lagomorphs, and Hedgehogs. Well, 

that’s most of the mammals, including many 

of the little guys, so I’m happy. Not sure 

what’s left except perhaps shrews, moles, bats 

and their kin! Oh and they also include all the 

marine mammals that might be found in local 

oceans and rivers. Not bad, fully 135 species 

are covered in this handy book! 

 

The book opens with interesting shorts on 

wildlife conservation in Tanzania, notes on 

where to look, how to maximize your wildlife 

safari adventures, responsible eco-tourism, 

photography, major vegetative zones, and a 

brief introduction to the families of mammals. 

From here they jump right into the 

descriptions, starting with the Aardvark. Each 

species account of course speaks to scientific 

and common names, general features of the 

group or family, a very nice colour range map 

and tips on where to look for the mammals. 

This is augmented with notes on subspecies, 

similar species, ecology and social behavior, 

distribution, population size and conservation 

concerns. One or more excellent photographs 
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accompany each account. The book closes 

with a great section on national parks and 

protected areas and includes information on 

size, habitats, history, mammals expected and 

when to visit.  

 

So let’s see – is it worth the price? I think it 

definitely is. The information is up-to-date, 

accurate and inclusive. Whether you plan to visit 

Tanzania or a neighbouring country or simply 

like to learn something about mammals around 

the world, you’ll like this one. Pop Quiz: How 

many species of Elephant-shrews occur in 

Tanzania? Are an Aardvark and an Aardwolf the 

same thing? Is the Striped Hyena as sociable as 

the Spotted Hyena? What do Duikers and Dik-

diks have in common? Don’t know the answer? 

Then you have much to learn, and this may the 

book to teach you.  

 

Algonquin Park – A Portrait. 2014. Jan 

Rinik & Martin Rinik. Hardcover; 320 pages. 

Formac Publishing Company Limited, 

Halifax $34.95 USD. (ISBN 978-1-459-

50312-0). 

 

Okay this 

may be the 

shortest 

review I’ve 

ever written 

– Buy It!  

 

This book is 

gorgeous, 

perhaps the 

most eye-

pleasing 

book I’ve 

ever seen. Well, maybe I should add a bit of 

detail to help you decide if this book is for 

you or not. Algonquin has been a part of my 

life in one way or another for decades, and I 

know it’s touched many of you as well – 

whether it is to camp, hike, enjoy the fall 

colours, wildlife watch or fish – it’s served us 

well over time. Recently we enjoyed Ron 

Tozer’s talk about the birds of the park, where 

he mentioned ground-breaking work by Dan 

Strickland. Well this book tells the rest of the 

story, starting with an intro by Dan Strickland 

– nice segue!  

 

Jan and Martin are both superb artists, 

photographers, writers and naturalists and 

they bring this rare combination of skills 

together in this book. To ensure the accuracy, 

they went to the experts, Tozer and Strickland 

amongst them, to ensure the information 

included was correct and reflective. Even if 

you don’t read a single word of the text, you 

will be enthralled with the photographs and 

paintings, as each is perfect and awe-

inspiring. Whether the artwork is a sketch or a 

full colour portrait, the beauty and majesty 

comes forth in each one.  

 

The book begins with some background 

information on the park, starting with its roots 

as traditional lands of the Paleo-Indian and 

later the Algonquian (Algonkian) Indians. 

Starting in about 1879, the first thoughts of 

trying to preserve these lands were formed 

and in 1893, Algonquin Park was born! From 

here the authors lead us through the seasons, 

starting with the refreshing springtime, where 

life reawakens and moose and beaver 

welcome the returning warblers and thrushes. 

To give you an idea of how much effort Jan 

and Martin put into the illustrations, this 

single chapter has 17 full colour paintings, 35 

black and white sketches and 33 photographs  

...  and there’s still 3 seasons to go! The book 

continues in the same vein, celebrating each 

season for its uniqueness, as the authors 

introduce summer’s Days of Bounty, 

autumn’s pallette and winter’s persistence. 

Throughout the entire book, vignettes and 

factoids are included that teach you about 

wildlife, flora, and history.  
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Durham Festival of 

Birds 

 

This is not a book to be missed.  

 

You probably figured out by now that I 

absolutely loved the book! I am honoured to 

be able to recommend it to. The book can be 

purchased from the authors, the publisher 

www.formac.ca or amazon, and soon from 

bookstores. 

Note Date Change: 

September 21, 2014 

The Pickering Naturalists, the Durham Region 

Field Naturalists and North Durham Nature are 

collaborating on an exciting adventure to 

celebrate our wonderful heritage of birds in 

Durham Region.  A great day is planned, so 

mark your calendar now: 

There will be two major components to this 

exciting event. 

‘Wings Over Whitby’ – This is a birding event 

focused on helping novice birders develop their 

skills as a family or group of friends while 

having lots of fun exploring excellent birding 

sites and winning prizes.  There will also be 

workshops to help you learn how to identify 

birds and how to use binoculars.  There will be 

some “loaner” binoculars, provided by binocular 

manufacturers, for those who might not have 

their own pair. Participants will gather at Whitby 

Marina on the morning of the 21
st
.  After 

participating in a couple of optional workshops, 

they can explore the harbour and several other 

locations along the lakeshore looking for 

migrating birds.  You’ll get lots of help from 

local experts along the way to see how many 

species can be found in this wonderful birdy 

spot. 

‘Durham Skies Big Day’ – This event is focused 

on 4 person teams competing for trophies and 

prizes as they spend 24 hours finding as many 

species within Durham as they can. This event is 

for serious birders, who will scour the woods and 

fields of Durham Region, trying to find over 100 

species in a single day – and probably many 

more! 

Mark your calendar, tell your friends and family 

members. We will be providing more details in 

the weeks ahead.  

Register at http://designtree.ca/entry-form-

skies/festivalhome.htm.  

A family of Trumpeter Swans at Nonquon 

lagoons 

http://www.formac.ca/
http://designtree.ca/entry-form-skies/festivalhome.htm
http://designtree.ca/entry-form-skies/festivalhome.htm
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Citizen Science 

Projects & 

Opportunities 

Ontario Nature has announced its 2014 Youth 

Summit – it’s 5
th

 Biodivsity Summit! It will be 

held September 19-21 at Geneva Park, near 

Orillia. Activities include workshops on 

backyard gardening, pollinators, endangered 

species, advocacy, and canoe trips and nature 

walks. The target audience is student in grades 9 

to 12 from across Ontario.  

Many youth cannot afford to go to this important 

and perhaps life-changing event, so maybe you 

can help.  

Consider sponsoring a youth for only $300, 

which will cover all of his or her costs for the 

Summit. Add $100 and you can also sponsor that 

youth as a participant in the Student Council for 

an entire year. Visit Ontario Nature’s website at 

www.ontarionature.org or email them at 

sarahh@ontarionature.org or call 416-444-8419. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Bird Box Report by Derek Connelly 

North Durham Nature is involved in two Bird 

Box Projects: The Uxbridge Countryside 

Preserve and the Regan Gravel Pit. The target 

species are Tree Swallows and Eastern 

Bluebirds. It should be noted that neither species 

are listed as Species at Risk or of concern 

although Tree Swallow populations have 

declined recently.  

Countryside Preserve 

This project was taken over from the Uxbridge 

Birders who had taken it over from the Uxbridge 

Scouts. The Number of boxes was reduced from 

45 to 26 this year as many of the boxes were 

falling apart or were being used by wrens.  The 

habitat is slowly changing from a meadow to a 

forest which is not suitable for Tree Swallows or 

Eastern  Bluebirds.  

This year 15 boxes were used by swallows and 

as of June 26
th
, 8 had fledged young while the 

rest were still active. Two bluebird boxes are 

active with eggs, another box had Black-capped 

Chickadees which fledged 5 young. Eight boxes 

were occupied by House Wrens.   

Lafarge Regan Pit  

Some residents of the 6th and 7th Concessions, 

neighbouring the Regan Pit (south of Goodwood 

Road /Hwy 21), met with Lafarge and 

recommended the installation of nest boxes as 

part of the rehabilitation of the Pit. North 

Durham Nature was approached and we agreed 

to assist in the installation and monitoring of 50 

boxes for a three year period. Paul Rothfels bird 

box design was chosen as it had been successful 

in the past.  Lafarge paid for the purchase of the 

boxes and installation and donated $500 to the 

North Durham Nature. 

This area is particularly attractive for Tree 

Swallows and bluebirds because of the lack of 

forest cover and the prairie grassland habitat at 

present. The area has been replanted with trees 

http://www.ontarionature.org/
mailto:sarahh@ontarionature.org
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Club Events  

Secret Gardens 

Exploring North Durham’s Nature 

however so the habitat will only be suitable for 

these bird species until the forest takes over.  

This spring twenty five boxes were occupied by 

Tree Swallows, six by Eastern Bluebirds and one 

by a Black-capped Chickadee and the rest were 

empty. All the active boxes had either eggs or 

young as of  June 9th. 

Monitoring Volunteers – David Taylor and 

Derek Connelly are monitoring the boxes at the 

Regan Pit site this year. Monitoring at the pit site 

can be quite enjoyable not only do you get to see 

baby birds and eggs in the boxes but as the area 

is new habitat there are always other birds and 

plants to watch.  Contact Derek Connelly at 

dconn50@powergate.ca or call 905 –852-5432 if 

you would like to help. 

 

Outing: July 13 – Butterflies – 10 a.m. 

Uxbridge Countryside Preserve with James 

Kamstra 

Outing: Saturday September 13
th
 - 10 a.m. 

Jim Baillie Nature Preserve – MEMBERS ONLY 

with Mark Stabb  

Indoor Program: September 24 – 7 p.m. 

Member’s Night – Uxbridge Senior’s Centre 

Outing: any Wednesday in October – join 

Geoff Carpentier at the Cranberry Hawk 

Watch in Whitby to view migrating hawks – 

best days are those with light northwest winds   

Indoor Program: October 23 – 7 p.m. 

Astronomy Night with Steve Laforest – Port 

Perry Library and outdoors to view the stars 

Outing: Sunday Nov 9th - 10 a.m.                

“In search of the cavity nesters” with Mark 

Stabb   

Indoor Program: November 26 – 7 p.m. 

Invasive Species with Martin Galloway – 

Uxbridge Senior’s Centre 

Check website or email /call for more details 

Derek at dconn50@powergate.ca                    

 905-852-5432 

Beaver River Wetland by Mark Stabb 

Black Terns, Sandhill Cranes, Blue-winged 

Teal, Virginia Rail, Wilson’s Snipe, numerous 

frogs and turtles, mink and muskrat… these 

are typical sightings for visitors to the Beaver 

River Wetland, one of the true natural history 

wonders of North Durham.  

Stretching from its headwaters in northeast 

Uxbridge, the Beaver River (also known as 

the Beaverton River) crosses the northwest 

corner of Scugog Township and then slices 

through Brock Township towards Lake 

Simcoe at Beaverton. An extensive and 

largely intact wetland system – covering 

roughly 2,400 hectares (5,900 acres) – runs 

along much of its length, providing important 

ecological services to Lake Simcoe waters, as 

well as great opportunities for wildlife 

viewing.  

An abandoned rail line runs through the 

middle of the wetland, providing really terrific 

access to wetland habitats usually accessible 

only by canoe. This was originally part of the 

mailto:dconn50@powergate.ca
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Toronto-Nipissing Railway narrow-gauge line 

that brought wood, grain and other goods 

from Georgian Bay and points beyond to 

southern Ontario prior to construction of the 

Welland Canal.  

The abandoned rail line is now part of the 

Trans-Canada Trail, and has been recently 

improved and upgraded in sections as far 

north of Cannington.  This trail provides 

many kilometers of easy hiking, cycling and 

nature appreciation beside the wetland.  There 

are no formal trailheads or parking lots, but 

the trail can be accessed from any of the 

places it crosses municipal roads, or from the 

communities of Uxbridge, Blackwater, 

Sunderland and Cannington.  Canoes or 

kayaks can also access the wetland at any of 

these locations, with the best paddling being 

from Blackwater north.  During the winter 

this trail forms part of the extensive province-

wide system of snowmobile trails. 

Beaver River Wetland is one of the largest 

and most environmentally significant 

wetlands in Durham Region and the Lake 

Simcoe watershed.  Most of the wetland is 

privately owned, however Lake Simcoe 

Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA) has 

been actively acquiring portions of the 

wetland for years. It started with a bequest by 

Katherine Symons to the Nature Conservancy 

of Canada (NCC), which came with the wish 

for NCC to work with LSRCA to conserve the 

wetland in honour of her brother. He had died 

during the Second World War as a member of 

the merchant marine, and the wetland had 

been part of their early life together as 

children.  Since 1993, LSRCA has been 

purchasing and receiving donations of land 

with support from Durham Region, Ducks 

Unlimited Canada, the Nature Conservancy of 

Canada, the Lake Simcoe Conservation 

Foundation and the Ontario Heritage Trust. 

The result is LSRCA’s largest conservation 

area, a 194 hectare (479 acre) network of 

protected lands that are connected by the 

Beaver River Trail. Most of the conservation 

lands are north of Blackwater, although one 

parcel lies south trail just east of Lakeridge 

Road north of Uxbridge.  

From a habitat perspective the Beaver River 

Wetland is dominated by extensive cattail 

marshes, with stretches of more open marsh 

with lily pad beds and other submergent 

aquatic plants along the meandering river 

corridor.  Swamp forest is also mixed in along 

the wetland edge and in upland portions. All 

these habitats are accessible along the trail. 

The scrubby trail edge is a particular favourite 
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Late Breaking News  

haunt of Swamp Sparrows, and if you ever 

wanted to increase your familiarity of another 

sparrow species, this is the place to do it. The 

birds tend to be a bit shy and skulk around in 

the vegetation, but provide regular views and 

constant reminders of their chippy trill call. In 

spring and fall it is also a great place to see 

waterfowl and other birds on migration. North 

Durham Nature sponsored a hike to the 

Beaver River Wetland during its inaugural 

year, and will certainly be visiting this great 

natural area on a regular basis. 

Neonicotinoid Pesticides 

News out of Ottawa has confirmed what we 

feared that the global crash of pollinators is 

linked directly to the neonicotinoid pesticides. 

These “neonics” are persistent in soil and can 

readily leach into waterways, and as a result 

can impact entire ecosystems. The underlying 

issue is that most of these pesticides are 

applied on coated seeds for crop production, 

whether needed or not. So unless the industry 

can find alternatives to protect the crops being 

planted, bees and their allies may very well go 

extinct. In fact, as it stands now about 30% of 

bee populations die annually. This is an 

unsustainable number.  

What Do a Vulture and a Poacher have in 

Common With the World Cup? 

In February of this year an illegal hunt in 

Niger resulted in the death of an endangered 

Egyptian Vulture. All the body parts of the 

bird were salvaged, except the intestines. 

Eyes, feathers, flesh and more were saved for 

resale to “fetish” markets. Most surprisingly 

was the demand for the brains of the bird. 

People around the world are willing to pay 

large sums of money for vulture body parts. 

They believe that keeping a vulture’s head or 

feather in their home brings them good 

fortune. Some people even eat the eyes and 

brains to obtain clairvoyant powers to – 

maybe to predict who to bet on for the World 

Cup! What this poacher didn't know was that 

the tracking device he salvaged from the bird 

was still working and led authorities to his 

door many months later, where the illegal 

network was exposed.  

This rare vulture hatches in Europe and as 

juveniles make their way to Africa where they 

spend the winter season. They then fly back 

to their summer homes in Europe and spend 

the rest of their lives migrating hundreds of 

kilometers back and forth between the two 

continents. 

Egyptian Vultures are listed as Endangered in 

the IUCN Red Book. National laws and 

international conventions such as CITES, 

signed by both Niger and Nigeria, protect 

them on paper. These are rarely enforced, 

though, as prices of body parts have tripled in 

past few years. 
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“There is a spike in the market demand for 

vulture brains during sports competitions,” 

said Nikolov with the LIFE+ conservation 

project that is trying to save the vultures. The 

conservation scientist explains that years ago 

only shamans performed traditional 

ceremonies for seeing into the future on 

special occasions. “Now it’s just fashionable 

to do it for self-enriching reasons.” 

Egyptian Vulture - Photo by Carlos 

Delgado/Creative Commons 3.0. 
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visit our website at: 

www.northdurhamnatureclub.com 
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